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Healthy crops are critical to all types of farming. Crop diagnostics, a whole 
systems approach to scouting fields and assessing crop health, are part of a 
modern agricultural process that helps farmers troubleshoot crop threats, 
develop a treatment plan and monitor crops for recovery. As part of a “hands-
on” prescriptive agriculture approach, crop diagnostics assist farmers in 
accurately diagnosing and managing agricultural crop issues. Farmers perform 
crop diagnostics by using a variety of methods, including precision agriculture 
tools and techniques, seed treatments, integrated pest management and a 
wide range of crop protection products. Using techniques that utilize the latest 
technology, farmers can collect the data they need to pinpoint specific areas of 
concern in their fields.   

PROTECTING CROPS PROTECTING LIFE
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We all know that a diet rich in fruits and vegetables, regular exercise and routine visits to 
the doctor contribute to a healthy life. But what does it take to maintain healthy crops? 
Crop diagnostics help farmers accurately identify crop issues and manage the health of our 
nation’s food, fiber and renewable fuels. Prescriptive agriculture methods, such as integrated 
pest management, aerial application and regular scouting, effectively assist farmers and 
ranchers in controlling crop threats. Crop protection products play an important role in the 
diagnostics driven process and integrate with the many tools farmers employ to ensure 
healthy food is available year-round. Similar to visiting a doctor for a diagnosis and treatment 
regime, farmers, or crop doctors, use crop protection products as remedies to nurture crops.

This report examines how CropLife America (CLA) and its members work to ensure 
crop diagnostic tools, in combination with crop protection products, are developed 
and distributed for our country’s farmers and ranchers. As the voice of the industry 
that develops, manufactures, formulates and distributes crop protection products, CLA 
works directly with regulatory agencies to improve processes that maintain a high level 
of protection for public health and the environment. The work of CLA’s members and 
staff, under the leadership of CLA’s Board, creates new solutions that U.S. farmers and 
ranchers need to counter myriad dangers that threaten crops. From crop diagnostics to 
prescriptive agriculture, our nation’s farmers and ranchers work to provide families across 
the country with the nutritious food required to lead a healthy life. 

Vern Hawkins
Chairman, CLA Board of Directors 
Syngenta Crop Protection

Jay Vroom
President and CEO 
CropLife America

DEAR CROPLIFE AMERICA MEMBERS AND ALLIES

Vern Hawkins Jay Vroom
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Health organizations, scientists and doctors advise consumers to eat a balanced diet with 
a focus on fresh fruits and vegetables to enjoy a healthy and long life. In fact, a recent 
study1 found that eating up to seven servings of fruits and vegetables a day can reduce 
the risk of premature death by 42 percent. CLA is the voice of an industry that helps 
farmers grow the crops that keep grocery store shelves and farmers markets stocked with 
a wide assortment of nutritious food and produce while reducing strain on our natural 
resources. Through legislative and regulatory advocacy, legal support and communications 
outreach, CLA ensures common sense policies and regulations are put in place that 
enhance the U.S. agricultural system. A major component of CLA’s activities and goals 
includes providing interested audiences with facts and information about modern 
agricultural practices through toolkits, posters, news releases, videos and more. Whether 
it’s online or in person, those passionate about agriculture can confidently and accurately 
discuss the benefits of crop protection with others.

NUTRITION AND HUMAN HEALTH

To learn more about how CLA advances the intersection of human health and modern agriculture, visit  
www.croplifeamerica.org/2014AnnualReport.

CLA’s Tell Me More initiative uses 
posters, infographics and blog 
posts to disseminate key talking 
points and facts about modern 
agriculture and crop protection.

The innovative photo campaign, 
Modern Agriculture Matters, 
encourages families, friends and 
co-workers to show their support for 
modern farming partners and the 
work of the crop protection industry.

CLA’s conferences facilitate critical 
dialogues around food, nutrition, 
modern agriculture, science and 
regulation, with a focus on diverse 
viewpoints, to ensure a balanced 
and inclusive dialogue. 

1 �Oyinlola Oyebode, Vanessa Gordon-Dseagu, Alice Walker, Jennifer S Mindell. Fruit and vegetable consumption and all-cause, cancer and CVD mortality: analysis of Health Survey 
for England data. J Epidemiol Community Health, 31 March 2014 DOI: 10.1136/jech-2013-203500
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PUBLIC HEALTH

Pesticides play an important role in protecting our communities and ensuring a healthier 
future generation. The industry collaborates closely with the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and other federal and state regulatory bodies to test potential new products 
and uses to help protect vulnerable populations, local communities and each other. 
The pesticide industry is one of the most heavily-regulated industries in the U.S. From 
initial discovery of an active ingredient to the proper disposal of a pesticide container, the 
industry and regulatory agencies oversee the complete life cycle of every product on the 
market. CLA and its members support sound regulation and oversight as a key part of 
their ongoing commitment to developing and marketing safe and effective products.

To learn more about how CLA and the crop protection industry advance the protection of public health, visit  
www.croplifeamerica.org/2014AnnualReport.

CLA works collaboratively with federal agencies 
such as the EPA and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) to ensure that regulations are 
scientifically sound, protective of public health and 
the environment as well as remaining effective tools 
to fight pests and crop disease.

Working with CropLife Foundation, CLA advocates 
for clear and consistent stewardship standards 
to protect pesticide applicators, consumers and 
farmers. CropLife Foundation’s StewardshipFirst™ 
is an important component to ensure responsible 
management of a pesticide’s life cycle. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Farmers and ranchers are more than “crop doctors”—they also protect land and 
natural resources. Modern agricultural tools, including crop protection products, 
enable farmers to conserve and protect our water, air and soil resources, and grow 
the food, fiber and fuel Americans need to survive. Practices like conservation 
tillage and cover crops, and tools like herbicides are used by farmers to reduce 
soil erosion, decrease water use and shrink agriculture’s carbon footprint. CLA and 
its members encourage modern agriculture practices, tools and regulations that 
increase biodiversity and protect wildlife. 

The crop protection industry recognizes the importance of bees to 
a healthy agricultural system and works with beekeepers, farmers, 
scientists and regulators to better understand pollinator health and 
develop solutions.

CLA remains actively engaged in Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
program activities to provide a voice for the crop protection industry, 
and to ensure a more efficient process is established to protect wildlife.

To learn more about how CLA advocates for environmental health and biodiversity, visit  
www.croplifeamerica.org/2014AnnualReport.8
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CLA’s strategic plan and the resulting prioritization of issues allow the association to 
plan and monitor where CLA resources are allocated for the benefit of our members. 
Tracking these priorities and the time spent on each also helps identify emerging 
challenges. The following chart depicts the major issues CLA dedicated resources to 
managing as part of its business plan during the first half of 2014.

CLA OPERATIONAL OVERVIEW

 Modern Agriculture Communications	 22%

 Endangered Species Act	 21%

 Pollinator Health	 12%

 Human Health Risk Assessment	 8%

 Water	 8%

 Stewardship	 6%

 Spray Drift	 4%

 Pesticide Registration Improvement Act	 3%

 Environmental Risk Assessment	 3%

 Other	 13%

CLA ISSUES ALLOCATION
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AFFILIATE ORGANIZATIONS

CROPLIFE FOUNDATION
The CropLife Foundation (CLF or the Foundation) is a not-
for-profit organization, which actively conducts educational 
outreach programs advancing sustainable agriculture and 
the environmentally sound use of crop protection products, 
promoting product stewardship through certification and 
training programs and funding scientific research into 
modern agricultural practices. By working with industry, 
farmers, private and public researchers and educators, the 
Foundation aims to identify both the problems as well as 
the appropriate solutions toward establishing a sustainable, 
environmentally sound and economical global agriculture. 
CLF’s non-advocacy research organization, the Crop 
Protection Research Institute (CPRI), informs the public 
discussion surrounding pest management policy through a 
focus on the economic analysis of agricultural pests, pest 
management and pesticide use and regulation in the U.S.

RISE
RISE (Responsible Industry for a Sound Environment®) is 
the national trade association representing manufacturers, 
formulators, distributors and other industry leaders involved 
with specialty pesticide and fertilizer products. Learn 
more at www.debugthemyths.com and www.pestfacts.org. 
RISE and CropLife America share a strong partnership and 
common objective to advocate for our members on behalf 
of the equitable and science-based regulation of pesticides, 
and provide a strong, unified voice for our members and the 
pesticide industry.

CROPLIFE INTERNATIONAL
CLA is a leading association member of our global 
federation, CropLife International (CLI). CLI represents the 
plant science industry via regional and national associations 
in 91 countries. This vital network allows us to reach out 
to stakeholders, develop dialogue and form partnerships 
across borders, creating physical and virtual synergies that 
allow for international advocacy on policies essential to U.S. 
agriculture and farm exports, and benefiting our industry, 
customers and consumers alike.

AG CONTAINER RECYCLING COUNCIL 
The Ag Container Recycling Council (ACRC) is a non-profit 
organization that safely collects and recycles plastic crop 
protection product containers. The ACRC is fully funded  
by member companies and affiliates that formulate,  
produce, package and distribute crop protection and other 
pesticide products.

AGGATEWAY
Based in Washington, D.C., AgGateway is a non-profit 
consortium of businesses serving the agriculture industry. 
The consortium helps member companies improve their 
profitability and productivity by educating, promoting and 
expanding participation in eBusiness in agriculture and 
agriculture-related businesses.

CROPLIFE AMERICA STATE AND REGIONAL PARTNERS
CropLife America also includes a number of state and 
regional partners in its network, counting more than 40 
state and regional associations and organizations among  
its allies in promoting and advancing modern agriculture.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
as of July 10, 2014

Vern Hawkins
Chairman of the Board,  
Syngenta Crop Protection

Brian Ahrens
ADAMA

Diane Allemang
Cheminova, Inc.

Jeffrey Allison
United Phosphorus, Inc.

Jim Blome
Bayer CropScience

Andrew Bodane
Sipcam Agro USA

Jeff Bunting
GROWMARK, Inc.

David Cassidy
Tessenderlo Kerley, Inc.

Donald Chew
PBI/Gordon Corporation

William Culpepper 
SePRO Corporation

Ken Elsbury
Chemtura Corporation

Steve Gullickson
MGK

James Hay
DuPont Crop Protection

Gregory Johnson
Fine Americas, Inc.

Jeffrey Johnson
Nichino America, Inc.

John Kasper
FMC Corporation

Andrew Lee
Valent U.S.A. Corporation

Darryl Matthews
Nufarm Americas, Inc.

Mike McCarty
Helena Chemical Company

Nevin McDougall
BASF Corporation

Chris Payne
Chem Nut, Inc.

Steve Petersen
Gowan Company, LLC

Lisa Safarian
Monsanto Company

Lee Schaber
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company

Leigh Shockey
Drexel Chemical Company

David Tretter
Crop Production Services, Inc.

Jeff Tweedy
Arysta LifeScience

Mike Vande Logt
WinField

Dan Vradenburg
Wilbur-Ellis Company

Susanne Wasson
Dow AgroSciences LLC

Eric Wintemute
AMVAC Chemical Corporation

Jim Wissmiller
Tenkoz, Inc.

Jay Vroom
ex officio, CropLife America
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ABC Laboratories, Inc.
ADAMA
AGDATA, L.P.
Agri Marketing Magazine
Agrian, Inc.
AgriCapital Corporation
AgriThority
American Spice Trade Association
AMVAC Chemical Corporation
ARCADIS U.S., Inc.
Arent Fox LLP
Arysta LifeScience
Asmark Institute
Barnes & Thornburg LLP
BASF Corporation
Battelle Memorial Institute
Bayer CropScience
Bergeson & Campbell, P.C.
Beveridge & Diamond, P.C.
BMO Capital Markets
The Canyon Group, LLC
Chem Nut, Inc.
Cheminova, Inc.
Chemtura Corporation
The Coca-Cola Company
Compliance Services International
Crop Data Management Systems, Inc.
Crop Production Services, Inc.
Crowell & Moring LLP
Direct Ag Source, LLC
Dow AgroSciences LLC
Drexel Chemical Company
DuPont Crop Protection

Engage Agro USA
Exponent, Inc.
Faegre Baker Daniels LLP
Farm Journal, Inc.
Farmer, Lumpe + McClelland
Fine Americas Inc.
FMC Corporation
Focus Technology Group
GfK Kynetec
Gowan Company, LLC
GROWMARK, Inc.
Helena Chemical Company
Helm Agro US, Inc.
IBC North America
Intrinsik Environmental Sciences Inc.
Isagro USA, Inc.
ISK Biosciences Corporation
John Deere
Kadant GranTek Inc.
K-I Chemical USA Inc.
Kincannon & Reed
LANDIS International, Inc.
Latham & Watkins LLP
LSR Associates
Marrone Bio Innovations, Inc.
McCormick & Company Inc.
McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP
Mendel Biotechnology, Inc.
MGK
Mitsui & Co. (U.S.A), Inc.
Monsanto Company
Nichino America, Inc.
Nisso America Inc.

Novozymes
Nufarm Americas, Inc.
PBI/Gordon Corporation
Precision Laboratories, LLC
RiceCo, LLC
The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, Inc.
Schertz Aerial Service, Inc.
Schirm USA, Inc.
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company
SePRO Corporation
Sidley Austin LLP
SipcamAdvan
Smithers Viscient, LLC
Squire Sanders
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Stone Environmental Inc.
Sullivan & Worcester LLP
Syngenta Crop Protection
Tea Association of the USA, Inc.
Technology Sciences Group Inc.
Tenkoz, Inc.
Tessenderlo Kerley, Inc.
Tide International USA, Inc.
TriEst Ag Group, Inc.
United Phosphorus, Inc.
Valent U.S.A. Corporation
Vive Crop Protection
Waterborne Environmental, Inc.
Wilbur-Ellis Company
Wiley Rein LLP
WinField
XS, Inc.

CLA MEMBERS
as of July 10, 2014
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